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ment to pay it. The agreement to cancel must be held to include a 
promise to do whatever shall be necessary to effect the cancellation : The 
Auburn City Bank vs. Leonard. 

There is a class of cases in which it has been held that an instrument 
which is apparently the personal obligation of the one by whom it is 
signed, may by parol be shown to be the obligation of another, for whom 
the person signing was acting as agent. But the rule applies, it seems, 
exclusively to cases in which it appears in the body of the instrument, or 
from the signature of the person by whom it is executed, that he was 
acting for another, and intended to bind such other, and not himself, 
personally : Id. 

In such cases, where the party to whom the obligation is given, under- 
stands the character in which the party giving it is acting, parol evidence 
may, it seems, be given to show that the maker, or obligor, was acting in 
the matter as agent, merely : Id. 

But where there is nothing of that kind either in the body of the in- 
strument, or attached to the signature, to indicate that it was intended to 
be anything other than a personal obligation, such evidence is inadmis- 
sible : Id. 

Where a promise made to A. to pay to B. a debt due the latter, has 
been adopted by B., it is regarded in law as a promise made to him : Id. 

The proper office of construction is to ascertain and determine the in- 
tention of the parties. And, this is arrived at by considering the character 
in which the party undertakes ; the nature and subject of the under- 
taking ; and the terms employed in the instrument : Id. 
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Beports of Cases heard and decided in the Supreme Court op Michigan. By 
Thomas M. Coolet. Vol. VII., being Volume 11. of the series. Ann Arbor: 
published by the Eeporter. 

We notice with great pleasure the very handsome appearance of the 
Michigan Keports. The present volume will add to Mr. Cooley's already 
well-earned reputation as a good reporter. The syllabus to each case is 
full and clear, the statement of facts ample, but not prolix, and the argu- 
ments of counsel receive a measure of justice as unusual as it is commend- 
able. The latter fact especially, in addition to the publication of dissenting 
and even of concurring opinions, when the court was not unanimous, 
renders the complete understanding of each case attainable, and adds 
very greatly to the value of the reports in other states. J. T. M. 



